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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: EP-A-1 134 164 

D2: FR-A-2 644 164 

2. The subject-matter of claim 1 meets all of the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT:. 

2.1 Novelty, Article 33(2) PCT: 

The closest prior art is shown by the document D1 , see in particular the abstracts 
and the figures. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from the known package in that "the channel 
is shaped such that the and cap is releasable by twisting the end cap relative to 
the sleeve". 

2.2 Inventive step, Article 33(3) PCT: 

None of the documents cited in the International Search Report suggests that the 
channel of the end cap forming part of the package known from D1 be shaped 
such that the cap is "releasable by twisting the end cap relative to the sleeve". 

It is true that packages having an end cap which is "releasable by twisting the end 
cap relative to the sleeve", e.g. packages having an screw-cap, are well-known in 
the art. 

However, in the present case the end cap co-operates with a locking tab being 
folded inwards into the opening" of the sleeve. 

As already stated above, the available prior art lacks any suggestion whatsoever 
to render such a cap "releasable by twisting the end cap relative to the sleeve". 

Document D2 was cited in the International Search Report as "X" with regard to 
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original claim 7, from which the feature that the end cap is "releasable by twistinq 
the end cap relative to the sleeve" has been taken, merely shows an end cap 
which can be removed by tilting it relative to the sleeve. 

2.3 The subject-matter of claim 1 is undoubtedly industrially applicable (Article 33(4) 

3. The subject-matter of claim 1 1 meets all of the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT: 
3.1 Novelty, Article 33(2) PCT: 

The closest prior art is shown by the document D1 , see in particular the abstract 
and the figures. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 1 differs from the known end cap in that "the channel 
is shaped in such a way that the end cap is releasable by twisting the end cap 
relative to the sleeve". H 

3 .2 Inventive step, Article 33(3) PCT: 

None of the documents cited in the International Search Report suggests that the 
channel of the end cap known from D1 be modified in such a way that it is 
"releasable by twisting the end cap relative to the sleeve". 

It is true that end caps which are "releasable by twisting the end cap relative to the 
sleeve , e.g. screw-caps, are well-known in the art. 

However, in the present case the end cap has a channel co-operating destined to 
co-operate with a "locking tab being folded inwards into the opening" of a sleeve. 

As already stated above, the available prior art lacks any suggestion whatsoever 
to render such a cap "releasable by twisting the end cap relative to the sleeve". 

Document D2 was cited in the International Search Report as "X" with regard to 
ongmal claim 17, from which the feature that "channel is shaped such that the end 
cap is releasable by twisting the end cap relative to the sleeve" has been taken 
merely shows an end cap which can be removed by tilting it relative to the sleeve 
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3.3 The subject-matter of claim 1 1 is undoubtedly industrially applicable (Article 33(4) 



The dependent claims 2 to 10 and 12 to 18 relate to advantageous embodiments 
of the subject-matter of claim 1 and claim 1 1 , respectively. 

Consequently, said claims also meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT. 

The subject-matter of claim 19 does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT 
because it does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT: 

The rigid end caps used in the method according to claim 19 do not include the 
feature that "the channel is shaped such that the end cap is releasable by twisting 
the end cap relative to the sleeve" (see claims 1 and 1 1). 

Consequently, the caps used in the method according to claim 19 has no 
differentiating feature over the cap known from document D1 . 

Moreover, the package fabricated by the method according to claim 19 has no 
differentiating feature over the package known from document D1. 

It would appear that the skilled person, if told to conceive a method of making the 
package show by D1 , would inevitably arrive at the claimed method without 
performing an inventive step. 
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Certain documents cited 

Certain published documents 
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Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 



The features of the of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

The description is not in conformity with the claims as required by Rule 5.1 (a)(iii) 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed .n the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 4) (EPO-April 1997) 



